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<Abstract>

Abolition of the Death Penalty and the Establishment
of Humane Alternative Punishments*

- A Ciritical Review of Recent Legislative Bills and Legal
Issues Concerning Relative Life Imprisonment -

Joo, Hyun Kyong**

This paper examines the concrete implementation of “Relative Life
Imprisonment” as a practical alternative to the death penalty in South Korea,
classified as a de facto abolitionist state since 1997. It argues that among
the various models proposed as alternatives to death penalty, relative life
imprisonment is the more appropriate option. Drawing on precedents from
the German Federal Constitutional Court and the European Court of Human
Rights, it emphasizes that denying prisoners a prospect of release violates
fundamental human rights standards.

This paper proposes the following model: First, the minimum parole
eligibility period should remain at 20 years or not exceed 30 years —
the upper limit for fixed-term imprisonment. A 50-year minimum is practically
indistinguishable from absolute life imprisonment and lacks proportional
justice. Second, parole decisions must shift from administrative processes
to judicial review by courts, addressing public concerns while ensuring
adherence to sentencing principles. The death penalty’s abolition requires

establishing humanitarian alternatives conforming to rule of law principles.

Key Words : abolition of death penalty, alternative punishment, relative
life imprisonment, absolute life imprisonment, parole
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