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<Abstract>

A Legal Study on Compulsory mobilization of
comfort women for the Japanese military and
Human Rights Violations

- Focusing on comments on related precedents -

Baek, Kyounghee*

In early 2021, Professor Ramzier of Harvard Law School in the United
States argued that the comfort women who were forcibly mobilized during
the Japanese occupation were voluntarily obtained through contracts based
on economic theory.

The representative acts of forced mobilization during the Japanese colonial
period were forced labor and Japanese military comfort women. In both
cases, the issue is whether the international agreement between the Republic
of Korea and Japan falls under the state immunity and whether the victims’
right to claim compensation due to illegal forced labor is limited by the
state immunity.

Considering the circumstances of human trafficking, employment fraud,
and forced sexual exploitation in the comfort stations during the recruitment
process of the Japanese military comfort women, the sex trafficking contract
is absolutely null and void as it violates Article 103 of the Civil Code.
In addition, as it can be recognized that the Japanese military comfort
women suffered psychological pain due to the actions of the Japanese

imperialism in the historical facts, they can claim compensation based on

* Inha University Lawschool, Professor
** 1 would like to express my thanks to Kim, Jihyung:Lee, Younghyun and Jung,
Mingeun, for their assistance in collecting and organizing the data.
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illegal acts against Japan. On the other hand, although a considerable amount
of time has passed since the issue of the comfort women issue came to
the fore, the victims of the comfort women still have not fully recovered.
In addition, as Professor Ramzier’s thesis was published, the honor and
personal rights of the Japanese military comfort women are undermined,
and the truth of history is being dismantled. Therefore, the Korean government
should once again reflect on the meaning of Nation’s duty to protect the

basic rights of the Japanese military comfort women as citizens.

Key Words : Japanese Military Comfort Women, Compensation for Mental
Damage, Sex Trafficking Contract, Human Rights, Nation’s
Duty to Protect the Basic Rights



