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<Abstract>

The Critical Review on the Human Rights Regime
in Gwangju City

Jean Ahn*

How has the human rights regime been operating in Gwangju city, which
is the symbol of democracy in Asia, since the institutionalization of human
rights at the most local government in Korea for the last decade? Is it
really contributing the fulfillment of human rights city and the promotion
of human rights of citizen living in the city?

This research found out some problems in the human rights regime at
the local government in Gwangju city such as ineffective administrative
organization dealing with the implementation of human rights policies,
ambiguous status of human rights ombudsman, weakening of activities of
regional human rights commission, failure of follow-up which should be
taken by regional human rights office of National Human Rights
Commission(NHRC) according to the regional institutionalization of human
rights.

Reflexive review of the human rights regime raises four tasks as follows.
Firstly, administrative organization relating to human rights should be adjusted
to better coordinate all the policies at the city government from the point
of view of the human rights. Secondly, the status of human rights ombudsman
should be relocated in the local human rights system as an independent
institution of remedy of human rights. Thirdly, the role of the regional
human rights office of NHRC should be expanded to substantively cooperate

with the local government. Fourthly, regional human rights commission

* Chonnam National Univ. Law School, Professor
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should strengthen its activities to perform as the role of the key-player

in the local human rights governance.

Key Words : human rights regime, human rights administration, regional
human rights commission, human rights ombudsman, human

rights impact assessment, human rights governance.



