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<Abstract>

A Study on the Truth Revelation of the Female
Victims in the 5-18 Uprising

- Focusing on Sexual Violence -

Jean Ahn*

This research is aimed to render some suggestions to the National
Commission of Truth Revelation of 5-18 Democratization Movement in
order that it is able to investigate sexual violence occurred during/around
5-18 Uprising period. Female victims are various in 5-18 Uprising such
as the dead, the injured, the arrested and the detained. The perpetrators
of state violence committed the conspicuous sexual offences to horrify
the resistant citizens whom they defined and treated ‘enemy’in the quasi-war
time.

However, female victims could not tell their story for a long time because
of the trauma and the secondary victimization. This research has reviewed
the experiences of the female victims in the feminist perspective, and raise
the suggestions as follows.

Firstly, objects of investigation under the Special Law on the Truth
Revelation of 5-18 Democratization Movement, need to be expanded so
as to include sexual violence to be stipulated in the current Special Law
on the Sexual Violence.

Secondly, the specialized committee for sexual violence has to be made
in the National Commission of Truth Revelation of 5-18 Democratization
Movement, to prevent the secondary victimization from happening while

investigation.

* Chonnam National Univ. Law School, Professor
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Thirdly, provision on the period of investigation should be amended
to include the period ahead /after the 5-18 Uprising since the current law
is able to investigate the human rights violations occurred only in the period
during the 5-18 Uprising.

Except for the amendment of the Special Law, two more tasks are
remained to reveal the truth of sexual offences by the state violence. The
National Commission of Truth Revelation of 5:-18 Democratization
Movement also need to make an effort to boost the social atmosphere
to make victims feel comfortable to speak out their traumatic experience.
Ultimately, the two legal questions that the sexual violence committed under
the martial law, is able to be regarded as ‘crimes against humanity’and
to punish the perpetrators in order to fulfill the gender justice, should be

answered.

Key Words : conspicuous sexual violence, gender justice, secondary
victimization, the Special Law on the Truth Revelation of
5-18 Democratization Movement, the National Commission

of Truth Revelation of 5-18 Democratization Movement.






