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<Abstract>

Research on the Common problems of

overwork death in China

Fu Qiyue*

China is currently in a critical period of economic transformation. It
is similar to the phase in which Japan’s “KAROSHI” deaths frequently
occurred. This is a warning light for the construction of the labor protection
system in China. During the two sessions in 2018, curbing the “overtime
culture” to avoid “KAROSHI” has become a hot topic. From the events
of Tang Yingcai in the 1990s to the recent explosion of IT practitioners
and the sudden death of college teachers and models, victims of “KAROSHI”
began to spread from manual workers to mental workers. The expansion
of the scope of the work of the victim’s work industry and the rejuvenation
of youth all reflect the seriousness of the “KAROSHI” phenomenon in
China. Even so, our country’s legislation on “KAROSHI” is still in a gray
and fuzzy area, although the relevant legislation is not clear. This ambiguous
state of legislation often leads to an unfair situation in which the employer
unscrupulously squeezes the workers to death and the close relatives of
the victims but they are difficult to defend their rights. The situation of
“KAROSHI” has become increasingly severe.

In order to avoid the tragedy of “overworked death” as far as possible,
and to maximize the protection of workers’ rights and interests, this paper
is intended to be beneficial to the legislative regulation of “overworked

death” in China. Literature reading method, metrological statistics method
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and comparative analysis method are mainly used in the writing of this
paper. By reading a large number of documents, synthesizing the ideas
of various scholars, defining and analyzing the concept and nature of
“overworked death” for workers, using the method of econometric statistics
to analyze and discuss the current theoretical research in China, the present
research situation in China is briefly summarized. In the end, the author
uses comparative analysis method to analyze and draw lessons from the
relevant measures outside China, and puts forward innovative and operable
measures for the construction of legal system of “overworked death” for

workers in combination with the basic conditions of China.
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