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<Abstract>

Significance and Future Tasks of the Establishment
of the Special Law for the Identification of the
Truth of the May 18th

Kim, Joung-Ho*

Despite the fact that 38 years have passed since the May 18 Democratic
Movement in 1980, the problem of identifying the truth about the May
18 Democratic Movement remains an incomplete task in our society. Chun
Doo-hwan's memoir, which compiles the history distortions of May 18,
has been published, and the distortion and denigration to the May 18
democracy movement is still ongoing centered on the Internet due to the
anonymity of the Internet. The continuing distortions and denigration of
the May 18 Democratic Movement will be an opportunity to raise the
necessity of identifying the truth of the May 18 Democratic Movement.
It is for the sake of national unity that it is most necessary to identify
the truth of the May 18 democratization movement and to prevent distortion
and denigration. It is a lack of rationality to insist on the unification of
the nation without knowing who the perpetrator is because the facts are
not clarified, and the victims do not even know who to forgive and the
wound remain unhealed. For the people who appreciate the May 18
Democratic Movement, ‘official truth report at the national level’ is absolutely
necessary in order to be recognized for its justification and for the fact

check to avoid further controversy for those who distort and deny the May

* The president of Gwang-ju Geonnam branch of ‘MINBYUN-Lawers for a Democratic
Society’
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18th Democratic Movement.

Although rather long overdue, on March 14, 2018, the special law for
the identification of the truth of the May 18 was enacted. The enactment
of the special law for the identification of the truth of the May 18 is
not the end but the beginning. Although the special law for the Identification
of the truth of the May 18 passed the National Assembly, there is a content
to be revised in the direction of substantially strengthening the investigation
authority of the investigation committee, such as measures for securing
human evidence (improvement of cooperative order system) and measures
for securing physical evidence (improvement of authority to request seizure
verification). There is a content to be revised in the direction, and there
is content to be supplemented by the enforcement ordinance.

Meanwhile, due to the publication of Chun Doo-hwan's memoir in April
of last year, a case of defamation of the dead by Chun Doo-hwan was
filed as a criminal case against May 18 history distortion on May 3, 2018,
two civil cases were filed on August 4, 2017 and on May 14, 2018 for
application of provisional disposition for prohibition of publishing and
distribution, and the lawsuit against the above dispositions (claims for
damages and prohibition of publishing and distribution) is also being filed
and the judgment of the judiciary is on the way. Most of the issues such
as North Korean intervention, helicopter shooting, and secret burial during
the time of May 18 can be judged by the judiciary before the May 18
investigation committee commences its activities, and it became more likely
that the judiciary's judgment, which has been secured with objectivity, could
act positively as a stepping stone or as a catalyst for truth-clarification
activities through the special law for the identification of the truth of the
May 18. It is an irony of history that unlike the publication intention of
Chun Doo-hwan's memoir, it provided the occasion of the identification
of the truth of the May 18 and the opportunity to be judged by the judiciary.

The issue of identifying the truth about the May 18 Democratic Movement
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is not a question of liberal or conservative, but a matter of common sense
and justice, and preserving democratic values. The act of distorting the
history of the May 18 Democratic Movement would be an anachronistic
act that undermines the quality of Korea as a civilized nation and threatens
democracy itself. The identification of the truth of the May 18 Democratic
Movement will be a way to unite the people by identifying historical truths,
not political ones, and it will be a way to maintain the dignity of our
society, the maturity of democracy, and the health of the legal system.
There is no future for the people who have forgotten the lessons of history.
I hope that the investigation of the truths of the May 18 Democratic Movement
will be fruitful by complementing the decision of judicial department through
lawsuits related to Chun Doo-hwan's memoir and the investigation of the
truth through the truth investigation committee which will be constituted

by the special law for the identification of the truth of the May 18.

Key Words : the Special Law for the Identification of the Truth of the
May 18th, the May 18 Democratic Movement, the unification

of the nation, democracy, justice



